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 News from the Principal… 
 

Have you heard about the new addition to Morton’s schedule? It’s called “Happy Hour” and takes place every Fri-
day from 2:30-3:30 pm. Students are sent to the office where Mrs. Bergstrom, Mrs. Snow and Mrs. Reaves help 
celebrate an achievement or accomplishment with your child! We’ve seen wonderful handwriting and error-free 
spelling tests! We have heard about our students befriending new students and showing leadership in the class-
room and throughout the building! It is such a fabulous way to end the week! We don’t always get the chance to 
hear the good stuff and it has been fun watching kids be excited about coming to see us to show off their work! 
Thank you for letting us share the good news! We are proud of all our Morton kids! 
All things Morton… 
 

Here are a few important reminders for you and your family… 

>Please do not pull into a neighbor’s driveway to drop off or pick up students. Please do not turn around in a 
neighbor’s driveway on the way to or from school. Both of these situation are bothersome to our neighbors and 
with children trying to walk to and from school, it is UNSAFE. 
>Please do not abandon your car in the driveway to pick up your children at the front door; this blocks traffic and 
causes grief for many! If you would like to pick up children at the front door, please park in the south parking lot. 
>Thank you to everyone who has been helping with the traffic out front each day! We are making progress; every-
day looks a little better than the last! When we all follow the traffic flow, it is much more enjoyable and we can 
get everyone off campus in 8-10 minutes. 
 

Have you noticed the pictures in the lobby? Students and staff got caught reading! If your child has been caught 
reading, please send a 4X6 photo to school (Attention: Mrs. Bergstrom) and we’ll add your photo to our special  
“I Got Caught Reading” area in the lobby of our school. 
 

Picture Retakes (individuals only) are scheduled for Friday, October 9, 2009! 
 

Worth Quoting: 
The best way to have a good idea is to have lots of ideas!  
 

Hy-Vee’s Smiles for Education: 

Each week for 8 weeks, Hy-Vee will hold a drawing to select then winning students. Each of those students will  
receive a laptop computer and each school will receive a donation of $5000 from HyVee. Winning schools and  
students will also be featured on Hy-Vee.com 
You can join in on the program by visiting our local Hy-Vee (OakView) and registering YOUR child for the drawing! 
 

 

J. Sterling Morton Elementary School, a child-centered community, will guarantee the opportunity for 

each student to learn the academic and life skills necessary for individual growth,  

personal success and responsible citizenship through diverse and meaningful educational  

experiences in a safe and caring environment. 



September 21 12:05 - 12:55 PM MAD Club 

September 21 - 25  Coin Collection contest for 

United Way in classrooms 

September 22 8:00 AM Safety Patrol Meeting 
Mrs. Neitfeldt’s Room 

September 22 3:30 - 4:30 PM 5th Grade Art Club 

September 22 5:00 -  8:00 PM Runza Night 

September 24 4:00 - 8:00 PM 
 

Pizza Machine Night   

September 29 5:00 - 8:00 PM Scheel’s Night 

“Ride the Ferris Wheel” 

October 1 5:30  - 7:30 PM Book Fair 
Family Nacho Night 

Morton Elementary School Upcoming Dates 

SAFETY PATROL 

We are proud of our fifth grade students who give their time to serve as Safety Patrol members.   

*Safety Patrol members for Sept. 18 - Oct. 2 are: 

 Brandon Hargis  Julia Steinbeck  Taylor Derry 

 Sam Turco   Capt. Julia Schumacher Morgan Closman 

 Max Nania        #778-5711  Chris Powell 
 

There will be monthly Safety Patrol meetings this year from 8:00 - 8:20 am in Mrs. Nietfeldt’s room.                  

     Next meeting is: Sept. 22nd 

Please visit our school website at :  www.mpsomaha.org/morton 

MILLARD PUBLIC SCHOOLS   
ADHD PARENT GROUP 

  

What is ADHD - and What can we do to  

promote positive outcomes? 

When: Monday,  September 21, 2009 
                 7:00PM-8:30 PM 
 Where: Millard North High School  
              Counseling Center 
              144th and Pacific Street 
   

Facilitators: Millard School Psychologists 
  Karen Montgomery and Liz Carey  

RUNZA NIGHT 
 
  

 When: September 22, 2009 

  5:00P.M - 8:00 P.M 

Where:   430 N. 168TH Circle 

“Let them know you are from Morton” 

A percentage of your cost 

will come back to Morton! 
                 



EXPLORE THIS!  
(AN ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITY AT MORTON) 

 
Back by popular demand, Morton is again offering various 4-H workshops after school. 
These workshops will begin at 3:30 and last for approximately 45 minutes. Each workshop 
will be limited to 20-30 participants. If more registrations are turned in than the allotted 
spaces, we will hold a lottery. You will not need to be present for the lottery. 
 
Here are the upcoming topics, dates and grade levels for each workshop.  
October 22 & 29: Giant Cell for 5th grade only 
November 19: Keeping It Clean for grades 1 & 2 
December 3 & 10: Beginning Kitchen Science for grades 2 & 3 
January 7 & 21: Advanced Kitchen Science for grades 4 & 5 
March 11: Hands on Herps (Herpetology - reptiles and amphibians) for grades 3 & 4 
 
On February 25, 2010 first and second graders will have Science Adventures offered in 
their classrooms during the school day. No registration will be necessary. 
Watch the Messenger for upcoming registration information! 

 

The Book Fair is coming soon! 
 
The Scholastic Book Fair will be held in the Media Center from 
October 1-9. Mark your calendar now for these family events: 
• “Nacho Night”: Thursday, Oct. 1 – 5:30-7:30 pm 
• “Last Call for Books”: Thursday, Oct. 8 – 5:30-7:00 pm 
We hope you can join us! 
 
For more information, visit our Book Fair website:  
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/mps_morton 

Please note: 
Several years ago, the prefix for all Millard school numbers became 715. The last four digits remained the 
same for each school.  It has come to our attention that Yellow Book and Yellow Pages online still con-
tain out-dated phone numbers for some Millard schools. The district has notified Yellow Pages and is fol-
lowing up to ensure the changes are made online and in future publications.  Other phone directories such 
as Dex have accurate numbers.  School phone numbers also can be found on the district website 
www.mpsomaha.org – click on "Schools.” 



 

 

WE LOVE OUR VOLUNTEERS!!  I can’t begin to express my gratitude to all of 

the Morton families, teachers and volunteers who helped make Saturday’s car-

nival a successful event.  To all of the middle school and high school students 

who volunteered, we sincerely thank you.  To all of our families who helped set 

up, clean up, man games, cook and serve food, thank you!! To our bakers who 

brought items for the bake sale, thanks for the delicious goodies!! And to our 

families who donated treats and soda for the “walks”, thank you, thank you!! Our children had a 

wonderful time!  They smiled as they played games, cheered when they won raffle prizes and left 

with warm memories of their Saturday spent at school!! 

To all of the PTO members who so tirelessly worked on this event, my heartfelt thanks. To Jeanette 

Bogue, Tasha Lorentzen, and Kelly Jacob, I am in awe of what you accomplished this year with raf-

fle prizes and donations.  Thank you too Jeanette for all of the raffle items you personally donated, 

you did far too much and as usual are far too generous!! We are so very lucky to have you as part of 

our Morton family.  Kelly, thank you for organizing our photo spot again this year! 

Thank you to Deb Heller and Nancy Dunham for managing our tickets, pre-orders and money!!  

Thank you for your help in organizing and for your great enthusiasm and ideas.  Deb, you rock on 

the mic as well!! Thank you to Kirsti Taylor and Jaylynn Long for managing games, prizes and room 

management.  Kirsti, you are an invaluable resource for me and I am glad to have a sidekick I can 

count on! Thank you Mr. and Mrs. Bergstrom for your continued support and participation in our 

events, we appreciate all you do to help make our events successful!! 

To Tracy Seymour,  your tireless efforts and amazing organization made our event a success. 

Thank you for organizing and recruiting our volunteers, for your help setting up and cleaning up, 

for your beautiful garden contributions for our photo spot and for your amazing ability to antici-

pate what needs to be done.  Thank you for all you do. 

Thank you to Julie Pearce and the cooks who helped provide a great lunch for us this year.  Thank 

you for your planning and for the tasty eats!! Thanks to the dad’s who helped grill as well. Thanks 

to Donna Bessey for organizing the bake sale again this year.  Your planning and dependability are 

a wonderful gift. 

A big thank you as well to Mrs. Marti Harris, how do you do all you do?? Thank you for arranging 

the teacher time raffles, the kids always LOVE those and for arranging and manning the popcorn 

table.  We love your generosity of spirit and time and are grateful to have you at Morton. 

A HUGE thank you as well to Mr. Dave England, our faithful custodian.  We so appreciate your help! 

My thanks to everyone who helped make this event a great success. We look forward to seeing you 

next fall! 

Lalah Landers                                                                                                                                                                        

PTO PTO President 

 


