Mnemonic devices for Lección 7
abogado – the lawyer is overwhelmed (sounds like “agobiado”)

· sounds like “aburrido” and a lawyer has a boring job

to remember abogado v. agobiado

- lawyers are “bogus” and get “bogged” down with cases
- if you are overwhelmed, you have “gobs” to do

acción – use an axe to kill a chicken and make chicken stock


- stock is always changing, lots of action

administrar – minister runs his congregation

ahorro/ahorrar – you better start saving now (sounds like “ahora”)

ascender – if you ascend something, you move up (raise, promotion)

cobrar – they charge you at the zoo to see the cobra


- a cobra charges its prey

deuda – your debts are due (sounds like “due”)

dirigir – sounds like “direct ‘er here”

dueño – the owner is dumb (sounds like “dumb”)

empresa – you work hard to impress the company


- the company tries hard to impress you to get your business

éxito – you exit at the end of a successful day


- you exit the norm to have success

fábrica – they make fabric at the factory

fijo – sounds like “hijo” and a son helps his dad fix things when he gets older

firmar – you sign a lot of papers at the law firm

· if you affirm it, you sign it

· press firm when you sign the carbon copy so it goes through

funcionario – you need the government (employee) to function

gerente – sounds like “gente” – a manager is in charge of people 

- sounds a little like “general”- general manager
hoja de vida – sounds like “horario,” so a résumé is like the schedule of your life

huelga – Helga will strike you

impuesto – the tax is in place (sounds like “in place”)

jubilarse/jubilación – you are very jubilant when you retire

mano de obra – use your hands for manual labor

- a hand forcing you to do labor

marca – Marcus wants his own brand
- a brand makes a mark on your body


- the brands are on the market


- each brand has a different mark

periodista – journalists never forget the “period” at the end of the sentence

presupuesto – sounds like “preset” and with a budget, you have a preset amount to spend


- pre=before, so you have a budget  before you spend money

publicidad – means advertising, and it’s like getting your ad out to the public

reunión – a meeting at work is like a big reunion

sindicato – it’s a sin to dictate other people’s jobs, so have a labor union


the company tries to impress you

sucursal – you take an excursion to get to the branch
