COMMON SUBJUNCTIVE EXPRESSIONS 

Generally, for subjunctive to be necessary in the following expressions, there must be 2 different people involved. For example, one person must want another to do something, otherwise subjunctive is NOT required…

ej: Quiero ir = I want to go. (I want myself to go – no subjunctive) BUT
     Quiero que él vaya = I want him to go (I want him to go – subjunctive)

      SUBJECT   +  VERB BELOW   +    “QUE”  +  SUBJUNCTIVE

ej:        Yo                  prefiero                 que                vayas.             (I prefer that you go.)

alegrarse de TO BE GLAD THAT

desear TO DESIRE, WISH

dudar TO DOUBT

es importante IT’S IMPORTANT

es necesario IT’S NECESSARY

es posible IT’S POSSIBLE

es probable IT’S LIKELY

esperar TO WISH, HOPE

gustarle a uno TO PLEASE ONE (TO LIKE)

importarle a uno TO MATTER TO (TO CARE)

insistir en TO INSIST

lamenter TO BE SORRY, REGRET

molestarle a uno TO BOTHER ONE THAT

negar (e->ie) TO DENY

no creer TO NOT BELIEVE THAT

no decir (e->i) TO NOT SAY THAT

no estar seguro/a de TO NOT BE SURE 

no es IT’S NOT THAT

no pensar (e->ie) TO NOT THINK THAT

no querer decir (e->ie) TO NOT MEAN

oponerse a TO OPPOSE/BE OPPOSED TO

preferir (e->ie) TO PREFER

querer (e->ie) TO WANT

sentir (e->ie) TO BE SORRY THAT

ser dudoso TO BE DOUBTFUL

sorprenderle a uno TO SURPRISE ONE THAT

temer TO FEAR

tener miedo de TO BE AFRAID

     SUBJECT + IND.OBJ.PRON. +VERB BELOW+ QUE+SUBJUNCTIVE

ej;     Yo                     te                       mando           que           vayas.         (I demand that you go.)

The following take an indirect object pronoun (me, te, le, nos, les):

*aconsejar TO ADVISE (TO DO SOMETHING)

*avisar TO WARN (TO DO SOMETHING)

*decir (e->i) TO TELL (TO DO SOMETHING)

dejar TO ALLOW, PERMIT

*escribir TO WRITE (TO DO SOMETHING)

exigir TO DEMAND

hacer TO MAKE (DO SOMETHING)

mandar TO COMMAND, DEMAND

pedir (e->i) TO ASK (TO DO SOMETHING)

permitir TO ALLOW

prohibir TO PROHIBIT

recomendar (e->ie) TO RECOMMEND

rogar (o->ue) TO BEG

suplicar TO PLEAD

*use subjunctive with these verbs ONLY when you are essentially telling someone to do something, not just stating a fact.

NEVER use subjunctive with expressions that are just stating a fact, not judging, wishing or commanding:

es verdad IT’S TRUE
es obvio IT’S OBVIOUS
es evidente IT’S EVIDENT, APPARENT
es cierto IT’S TRUE

es claro IT’S CLEAR
es seguro IT’S SURE







