INTRODUCING VOCABULARY

1.  Using large picture cards, introduce each one, have students repeat.  Give each to a different student, sitting in a circle.  Then ask ¿Dónde está…?  and children point. Flip cards over (have words on back) and ask ¿cómo se dice en inglés? for the Spanish word.

2.  Same as #1, but with actual props instead of picture cards.  Use cards with words on them for the second part.

3.  Have a group of pictures on the overhead in rows, with a letter below each.  Say the Spanish word and have students come up and point, or name the letter that goes with the correct picture.  This could be done after #1 or #2.

4.  If teaching vocabulary that is in the room (ie; school supplies, clothing, colors, etc.) make several extra cards with a different Spanish vocabulary word on each.  Put a piece of tape on each and have students stick them to the correct object.  The cards should be left up and will help them remember as they are doing other activities/worksheets.

5.  For each student, make a set of picture cards.  Have them hold up the one you state in Spanish.  You could have a sheet or two of cards not yet cut apart and they could cut them up themselves.  If they have already done colors OR if you want to teach them colors.  Make it color-by-number.  There are several ways to do this – be creative!  
REINFORCING VOCABULARY

1. “Ve de pesca” or “memoria.”  You should need 1 deck of cards per 2-3 students. Copying pictures instead of the English words is also fun.
2.  Tic-tac-toe. Write the numbers 1-9 on the board.  The students call out a number and you have a list of Spanish words assigned to 1-9.  They must give the correct English word to take the space.  You decide if someone else should be able to take it if they know the answer.

3.  Hot seat. Each row of students (if you have small groups, seat them in just a few rows), is given a stack of pictures.  (There should be no more than 5 kids in a row). The student in the back of the row lays them all out so he/she can see them.  The teacher calls a word out in Spanish and the students pass the correct picture up. Other kids in the row must look and see that it is the correct picture.  The one in front holds it up and the first to do so gets a point.  Switch at least every 3 points (everybody moves up one) so one isn’t stuck.  Make sure you are clear about rules – this could be chaos!  They must be seated at all times, it must pass through everyone’s hands, they must be silent before the word is announced (wait), and they must not help the person in the “hot seat.” *if students do not divide up into even rows, have a volunteer or 2 keep score, call the words out, or be an official/judge.

4. Board races. Self explanatory – have as many students up at once as there are rows. (~5 max.)  Other students get bored and distracted fast!  It is okay to have teams that are off by 1 (ie; some of 5, some 4).

5. Flyswatter.  Either make pictures or English words and call out the Spanish word OR make Spanish words and call out the English or show a picture.  Same applies as for hot seat – CLEAR RULES OR CHAOS.  Let them know the penalty for misuse of fly-swatters (lose a turn, repeated offense=disqualified, everyone repeat offense = never again do flyswatter!)

6. Puzzles.  Using a grid of as many or few squares as you wish, this is like dominoes. On each side of the square that is touching another, write the Spanish word and on the attached side, write the English word.  Then, cut up squares and students must put them together.  Make 1 puzzle per 2-3 students.  It helps to copy them onto different colors of card stock so if one group loses a piece, it won’t get mixed up with another group’s.

7. Color-by-number.  It doesn’t have to be exactly color-by-number.  Have a page full of pictures of vocabulary pictures, and at the bottom, have written instructions to color certain vocabulary words certain colors.  (ie; you are teaching sports, “el beísbol es azul”)  If they don’t know colors yet – wait on this type of activity, OR just say what color in English.

8.  Word search.  Give them a picture or the word in English and they must find the Spanish word.  

9.  Worksheets.  Matching, writing in the word, etc.  See my big red book for these to copy or get ideas from and modify.  Worksheets probably aren’t as fun as the other activities, but be sure to do at least a quick one every other week. Keep the following in mind when creating worksheets:
a.  This is one of the few activities of individual assessment – to make sure each child understands

      and doesn’t get lost in the crowd/shadow of their partner. 

b. Handouts/worksheets are something to keep and remember what they learn. They can use them to study on their own, keep record of what they learned and take home to show their family how much they’re learning in Spanish.

c. If you do nothing but games, they will not accept anything but later on.  Train them, so to speak, by mixing learning and fun equally. Worksheets can be just as fun; they are just a quieter

      activity. 

d. Make worksheets that are both creative and purposeful. Have them color pictures using their Spanish knowledge (color by number, make a chart with words equaling colors). Make a secret message or hidden picture. Never forget that everything they do is somehow reinforcing their Spanish – don’t make a worksheet where they just color their favorite object, even if you learned the word for it in Spanish. How does coloring the picture reinforce their remembering the word? Some other ideas are: crossword puzzles (translating), matching columns of words, putting Spanish words in correct categories (months in their season, fruits/veggies by color, etc), and even bingo boards (give them blank cards and a list of Spanish words to write in whatever order, you call English words or hold up a picture), etc. 
