Lección 2-3: Mnemonic Devices
The following are helpful ways to remember various words from your vocabulary list. Some are a combination of ideas shared by different people. Don’t be sad if yours didn’t make it – it’s nothing personal! They are very useful for remembering vocabulary; trick your brain into easily learning these words!

El foco = lightbulb
You focus on the lightbulb. 



The lightbulb is the focal point.




Your eyes need light to focus.




When you focus, you get ideas and a lightbulb comes on over your head ;)

El vestidor = dressing room
Shut the door and try on the vest.






I go to the dressing room to try on the vest I adore.
La escalera = staircase/steps
Sounds like escalator.






You scale the stairs.






When things escalate, they go up – like the stairs.
hervir = to boil
I hear the tea kettle boil.
barrer = to sweep
Hold onto the bar and sweep.




Sweep the floor until it’s bare.

hogar = home
Think of Shrek, an ogre in his home.




Hogan knows best in his home.

apagar = to turn off, blow out
Turn off a pager.

encender= to turn on, light

Enter and turn on the light.






Sounds like incinerate, which means to burn.






Use light to send a message.
pasar la aspiradora = to vacuum

Pass the aspirin – the vacuum’s loud!

la ganga = bargain

The gang bullies the salesperson to get a bargain.
tocar el timbre = to ring the doorbell
Touch the timber when you ring the doorbell.

El buzón = mailbox

Check your mailbox to catch the latest buzz on what’s going on.
Congelado = frozen

Sounds like gelato (Italian for ice-cream), which is frozen.





Congealed is sort of like frozen, thicker than usual, like solid.





Gel freezer packs
Barato = cheap

A person who is cheap is a brat.




You barter to get a cheaper price.




At Taco Bell, you can get a cheap burrito.




If you’re real cheap, you borrow.
Disfrutar = to enjoy

You enjoy fruit.
Meta = goal

You get a medal for reaching your goal.

Limpiar = to clean

You limp to get out of cleaning.





You’re so tired after cleaning, you go limp.

Dejar = to leave behind
Duh are you going to get that? (left it behind)

Arreglar = to straighten up

It’s a rule (regla) that we straighten up
Arreglarse = to get ready

Straighten yourself up

El boleto = ticket
You need a ticket to get into the SuperBowl
La entrada = ticket
You need a ticket to enter the concert.

Colgar = to hang (up)
Picture Colgate toothpaste on a hangar.





That tourette’s guy so mad he hung up on Colgate.
Masticar = to chew

It’s nasty to chew a car.





From Miss Congeniality, “that half-masticated cow…”
